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PREFACE 
 
Both legislative mandates and societal demands have driven the increased necessity for an 
integrated approach to language arts skills.  To that end, this curriculum strives to address all of 
the identified skill areas targeted in the New Jersey Core Curriculum Content Standards (CCCS), 
the federal requirements established under No Child Left Behind (NCLB), and the needs of 
everyday, reality-based communication.   
 
It must be understood that the purpose of this curriculum is to be a general guide to both the 
specific language arts skills as well as the other curricula in which those skills should be 
implemented.  It would be counterproductive to ignore the expertise and competence of the 
individual classroom teachers.  Nevertheless, everyone benefits when instruction is codified, 
thereby ensuring continuity, eliminating redundancy, and facilitating a more comprehensive 
mastery of both the individual skills and the curricula in which those skills are essential. 
 
In order to achieve the learning targets stated within this curriculum, individual teachers must 
teach relevant and age-appropriate language arts skills, demonstrate their application in a variety 
of areas, and most importantly, hold the students accountable for consistently applying those 
skills.  Contrary to previously held educational philosophies, current thought and practice 
recognizes that language arts skills do not exist, nor can they be taught, in a vacuum.  In order for 
those skills to have relevance, they must be applied outside the language arts classroom. 
Although this may sound like a daunting task, in actuality it simplifies instruction by allowing the 
teacher to target standards from many disciplines with one activity.   The true measure of 
successful instruction is when students readily and instinctively apply their acquired language arts 
skills across the curricula and in their everyday lives. 
 

 
GENERAL GOALS FOR LANGUAGE ARTS 

 
• Speaking- Students should be able to express their thoughts verbally in a clear, concise, 

animated manner before a variety of audiences and for a variety of purposes. 
 
• Listening- Students should be able to demonstrate actively that they can interpret, 

evaluate, and appropriately respond to information given orally in a variety of settings.  
 
• Writing- Students should be able to write in a clear, concise, and organized style that 

reflects an awareness of a specific audience and a specific purpose. 
 
• Reading-Students should be able to comprehend a variety of materials utilizing various 

reading skills including but not limited to word attack skills, context clues, and phonics.  
 

• Thinking-Students should be able to demonstrate progressive use of critical thinking skills 
through their growing sophistication in speaking, listening, writing, and reading. 
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GRADE 7 

UNIT TITLE Reading Literature – Novels 

Time frame Marking Period 1-4 

21st Century Themes 
• Communication and Collaboration 
• Media Literacy 
• Creativity and Innovation 
• Critical Thinking and Problem Solving 

Interdisciplinary focus and 
technology integration Social Studies, Science, Math, Technology 

 
Big Ideas  Essential Questions 

• The ability to read a variety of texts requires 
independence, comprehension, and fluency. 

• Novels of different genres contain various story 
elements to be recognized and analyzed. 

• Novel discussions are vital to student learning by 
promoting higher level thinking and making 
outside connections. 

• A novel’s genre influences character motivation. 

• What are the important story elements of each 
novel/genre? 

• How can students draw outside connections to novel 
characters and events? 

• How does understanding of a text’s features, 
structures, and characteristics facilitate the reader’s 
ability to make meaning of the text? 

• How does fluency affect comprehension? 

• Why do readers need to pay attention to a writer’s 
choice of words? 

• How do readers construct meaning from text? 

 

Learning Targets-students will be able to 

• Read aloud with fluency and accuracy 
• Predict outcomes 
• Recall, analyze, and compare/ contrast story elements 
•  Recall, analyze, and compare and contrast literary devices (e.g. irony, euphemism, flashback, foreshadowing) 
• Hold a mature discussion (e.g. stereotyping, euphemisms, Holocaust) on topics relevant to novels 
• Independently complete story analysis  
• Identify characteristics specific to various genres 
• View films and discuss/compare to novels (e.g. The Outsiders) 

Story Elements  Story Genres Literary Devices  Skills 

• Setting (where and 
when) 

• Plot/Main idea 
• Characterization (traits, 

motivations, feelings) 
• Conflict (major problem 

or problems) 
• Climax 
• Resolution 
• Suspense 

• Folktales 
• Dramas 
• Myths 
• Fantasy 
• Fables 
• Poetry 

o soliloquy 
o sonnet 

• Mystery 
• Adventure 
• General fiction 
• Biography 
• Historical text 
• Scientific text 
• Technical text 
• Social studies text 

• Point of View 
• Mood/tone 
• Theme 
• Good vs. Evil (protagonist 

vs. antagonist) 
• Dialogue 
• Irony 
• Euphemism 
• Flashback 
• Foreshadowing 
• Figurative Language 

o Similes  
o Metaphors 
o Alliteration 
o Hyperbole 
o Idiom 

• Compare/contrast 
• Quote accurately from a text 
• Identify connotation/denotation 

(word meanings) 
• Summarize 
• Sequence 
•  Connecting 
• Drawing inferences 
• Cause/effect 
• Author’s purpose 
• Chronology 
• Structure analysis 
• Synthesis of information from 

various sources 
• Identify & evaluate textual support 
• Story element/textual aspect 
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o Onomatopoeia 
o Oxymoron 

interaction analysis 

 

Content Standards 

Reading: Literature 
1. Cite several pieces of textual evidence to support analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text.  

 2. Determine a theme or central idea of a text and analyze its development over the course of the text; provide an objective summary of the text.  
 3. Analyze how particular elements of a story or drama interact (e.g., how setting shapes the characters or plot).  
 4. Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including figurative and connotative meanings; analyze the impact of 

rhymes and other repetitions of sounds (e.g., alliteration) on a specific verse or stanza of a poem or section of a story or drama.  
 5. Analyze how a drama’s or poem’s form or structure (e.g., soliloquy, sonnet) contributes to its meaning.  
 6. Analyze how an author develops and contrasts the points of view of different characters or narrators in a text.  
 7. Compare and contrast a written story, drama, or poem to its audio, filmed, staged, or multimedia version, analyzing the effects of techniques 

unique to each medium (e.g., lighting, sound, color, or camera focus and angles in a film).  
 9. Compare and contrast a fictional portrayal of a time, place, or character and a historical account of the same period as a means of 

understanding how authors of fiction use or alter history.  
 10.By the end of the year, read and comprehend literature, including stories, dramas, and poems, in the grades 6–8 text complexity band 

proficiently, with scaffolding as needed at the high end of the range. 
 
Reading: Informational Text  

 1. Cite several pieces of textual evidence to support analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text.  
 2. Determine two or more central ideas in a text and analyze their development over the course of the text; provide an objective summary of the 

text.  
 3. Analyze the interactions between individuals, events, and ideas in a text (e.g., how ideas influence individuals or events, or how individuals 

influence ideas or events).  
 4. Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including figurative, connotative, and technical meanings; analyze the 

impact of a specific word choice on meaning and tone.  
 6. Determine an author’s point of view or purpose in a text and analyze how the author distinguishes his or her position from that of others.  
 7. Compare and contrast a text to an audio, video, or multimedia version of the text, analyzing each medium ’s portrayal of the subject (e.g., how 

the delivery of a speech affects the impact of the words).  
 10. By the end of the year, read and comprehend literary nonfiction in the grades 6–8 text complexity band proficiently, with scaffolding as needed 

at the high end of the range. 
 
Writing  

 1. Write arguments to support claims with clear reasons and relevant evidence.  
• Introduce claim(s), acknowledge alternate or opposing claims, and organize the reasons and evidence logically.  
• Support claim(s) with logical reasoning and relevant evidence, using accurate, credible sources and demonstrating an understanding of 

the topic or text.  
• Use words, phrases, and clauses to create cohesion and clarify the relationships among claim(s), reasons, and evidence.  
• Establish and maintain a formal style.  
• Provide a concluding statement or section that follows from and supports the argument presented.  

 2. Write informative/explanatory texts to examine a topic and convey ideas, concepts, and information through the selection, organization, and 
analysis of relevant content.  

• Introduce a topic clearly, previewing what is to follow; organize ideas, concepts, and information, using strategies such as definition, 
classification, comparison/contrast, and cause/effect; include formatting (e.g., headings), graphics (e.g., charts, tables), and multimedia 
when useful to aiding comprehension.  

• Develop the topic with relevant facts, definitions, concrete details, quotations, or other information and examples.  
• Use appropriate transitions to create cohesion and clarify the relationships among ideas and concepts.  
• Use precise language and domain-specific vocabulary to inform about or explain the topic.  
• Establish and maintain a formal style.  
• Provide a concluding statement or section that follows from and supports the information or explanation presented.  

 4. Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience.   
 7. Conduct short research projects to answer a question, drawing on several sources and generating additional related, focused questions for 

further research and investigation.  
 8. Gather relevant information from multiple print and digital sources, using search terms effectively; assess the credibility and accuracy of each 

source; and quote or paraphrase the data and conclusions of others while avoiding plagiarism and following a standard format for citation.  
 9. Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and research.  

 
Speaking & Listening  
1. Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher-led) with diverse partners on grade 7 topics, texts, 
and issues, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly.  

• Come to discussions prepared, having read or researched material under study; explicitly draw on that preparation by referring to 
evidence on the topic, text, or issue to probe and reflect on ideas under discussion.  

• Follow rules for collegial discussions, track progress toward specific goals and deadlines, and define individual roles as needed.  
• Pose questions that elicit elaboration and respond to others’ questions and comments with relevant observations and ideas that bring the 

discussion back on topic as needed.  
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• Acknowledge new information expressed by others and, when warranted, modify their own views.  
 
Language   

 2. Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English capitalization, punctuation, and spelling when writing.  
• Use a comma to separate coordinate adjectives (e.g., It was a fascinating, enjoyable movie but not He wore an old[,] green shirt).  
• Spell correctly.  

 3. Use knowledge of language and its conventions when writing, speaking, reading, or listening.  
• Choose language that expresses ideas precisely and concisely, recognizing and eliminating wordiness and redundancy.*  

 4. Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words and phrases based on grade 7 reading and content, choosing flexibly 
from a range of strategies.  

• Use context (e.g., the overall meaning of a sentence or paragraph; a word’s position or function in a sentence) as a clue to the meaning 
of a word or phrase.  

• Consult general and specialized reference materials (e.g., dictionaries, glossaries, thesauruses), both print and digital, to find the 
pronunciation of a word or determine or clarify its precise meaning or its part of speech.  

• Verify the preliminary determination of the meaning of a word or phrase (e.g., by checking the inferred meaning in context or in a 
dictionary).  

 5. Demonstrate understanding of figurative language, word relationships, and nuances in word meanings.  
• Interpret figures of speech (e.g., literary, biblical, and mythological allusions) in context.  
• Use the relationship between particular words (e.g., synonym/antonym, analogy) to better understand each of the words.  

 6. Acquire and use accurately grade-appropriate general academic and domain-specific words and phrases; gather vocabulary knowledge when 
considering a word or phrase important to comprehension or expression.  

 

Teaching Strategies/Procedures Learning Activities 

• Direct Instruction 
• Differentiated Instruction 
• Reinforcement and Remediation 
• Scaffolding 
• Modeling 
• Teacher circulation 
• Teacher-led discussions 
• Use of technological tools 
• Teacher created class webpage 
• Book report guidelines 

• Interdisciplinary Activities (Holocaust, Genetics, Stock Market) 
• Cooperative Learning Activities (e.g. lit circles, stereotype 

posters) 
• Class discussions  
• Various vocabulary practices from novels (e.g. word maps, 

context clues, character/vocab charts) 
• Video presentations (e.g.The Outsiders, Holocaust) 
• Interactive whiteboard activities 
• Homework 
• Debate 

 

Differentiation 

• Dependent and independent group work 
• Diagnostic Assessment 
• Cooperative Learning (Flexible Grouping) 
• Peer tutoring 

• Tiered activities, assignments, and assessments 
• Hands-on activities 
• Re-teach and enrichment activities 
• Study Guides 

 

Assessment 

• Formal and informal teacher observation 
• Test/Quizzes 
• Projects  
• Class discussions/participation 
• Homework/class work 

• Oral question responses 
• Discussion List 
• Notebooks 
• Rubrics 
• Student self-evaluation 

 

Suggested Resources 

Suggested Novels 
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• The Westing Game by Ellen Raskin 
• The Outsiders by S.E. Hinton 
• The Giver by Lois Lowry 

 
Literature Circle Novels 

• The Diary of Anne Frank by Anne Frank 
• Thanks to my Mother by Schoschana Rabinovici 
• Night by Elie Wiesel 
• I Am a Star: Child of the Holocaust by Inge Auerbacher  
• Four Perfect Pebbles: A Holocaust Story by Lila Perl & Marion Blumenthal Lazan 
• Margit: A teenager’s journey through the Holocaust and beyond by Margit Feldman & Bernard Weinstein 
• Daniel’s Story by Carol Matas 
• Behind the Bedroom Wall by Laura Williams 
• Journey to America by Sonia Levitin 
• Frederich by Hans Peter Richter 
• The Devil’s Arithmetic by Jane Yolen 

 
Other resources 

• Short articles  
• Discovery Education website 
• Holocaust Videos 
• www.studyisland.com 
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GRADE 7 

UNIT TITLE Reading Literature – Prose & Poetry 

Time frame Marking Period 1-4 

21st Century Themes 

• Creativity and Innovation 
• Critical Thinking and Problem Solving 
• Communication and Collaboration 
• Information, Media and Technology Skills 
• Information Literacy 

Interdisciplinary focus and 
technology integration Social Studies, Technology, Science 

 
Big Ideas  Essential Questions 

• Short stories must be analyzed and decoded 
successfully for comprehension of text. 

• Poetry should connect to relevant stories.  

• Poetry should be read and analyzed for literary 
devices. 

• Students can be successful when reading at their 
own pace and reading level. 

• Reading is not an isolated activity; it is connected to 
and used in all areas of life. 

• Can students analyze and respond to the structure 
of a poem? 

• How can students learn to find the figurative as well 
as the literal meaning of a poem? 

• Can students make various predictions and 
inferences using textual evidence and provide 
supporting evidence? 

• How can students choose reading material that is 
appropriate for their individual needs? 

 

Learning Targets-students will be able to 

• Read and analyze poetry for structure  
• Read and analyze poetry for literal/figurative meaning 
• Fluently read and comprehend grade level prose (i.e. articles relevant to novels) 
• Draw and support conclusions based on reading 
• Participate in class discussions reflecting text 
• Compose short essay responses to text containing supporting evidence and outside connections 
• Analyze and apply knowledge of rubric when responding to text 
• Identify characteristics to various genres 
• Recall and analyze story elements (see novel unit) 
• Assess chosen reading material for grade-level appropriateness and skill-level suitability 
• Connect individual and class reading to aspects of their personal life as well as the world at large 

Story Elements  Story Genres Literary Devices  Skills 

• Setting (where and 
when) 

• Plot/Main idea 
• Characterization (traits, 

motivations, feelings) 
• Conflict (major problem 

or problems) 
• Climax 
• Resolution 
• Suspense 

• Folktales 
• Dramas 
• Myths 
• Fantasy 
• Fables 
• Poetry 

o soliloquy 
o sonnet 

• Mystery 
• Adventure 
• General fiction 
• Biography 
• Historical text 
• Scientific text 
• Technical text 

• Point of View 
• Mood/tone 
• Theme 
• Good vs. Evil (protagonist 

vs. antagonist) 
• Dialogue 
• Irony 
• Euphemism 
• Flashback 
• Foreshadowing 
• Figurative Language 

o Similes  
o Metaphors 
o Alliteration 
o Hyperbole 

• Compare/contrast 
• Quote accurately from a text 
• Identify connotation/denotation 

(word meanings) 
• Summarize 
• Sequence 
•  Connecting 
• Drawing inferences 
• Cause/effect 
• Author’s purpose 
• Chronology 
• Structure analysis 
• Synthesis of information from 

various sources 
• Identify & evaluate textual 
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• Social studies text o Idiom 
o Onomatopoeia 
o Oxymoron 

support 
• Story element/textual aspect 

interaction analysis 

 

Content Standards 

Reading: Literature  
 1. Cite several pieces of textual evidence to support analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text.  
 2. Determine a theme or central idea of a text and analyze its development over the course of the text; provide an objective summary of the text.  
 3. Analyze how particular elements of a story or drama interact (e.g., how setting shapes the characters or plot).  
 4. Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including figurative and connotative meanings; analyze the impact of 

rhymes and other repetitions of sounds (e.g., alliteration) on a specific verse or stanza of a poem or section of a story or drama.  
 5. Analyze how a drama’s or poem’s form or structure (e.g., soliloquy, sonnet) contributes to its meaning.  
 6. Analyze how an author develops and contrasts the points of view of different characters or narrators in a text.  
 9. Compare and contrast a fictional portrayal of a time, place, or character and a historical account of the same period as a means of 

understanding how authors of fiction use or alter history.  
 10.By the end of the year, read and comprehend literature, including stories, dramas, and poems, in the grades 6–8 text complexity band 

proficiently, with scaffolding as needed at the high end of the range. 
 
Reading: Informational  

 1. Cite several pieces of textual evidence to support analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text.  
 2. Determine two or more central ideas in a text and analyze their development over the course of the text; provide an objective summary of the 

text.  
 3. Analyze the interactions between individuals, events, and ideas in a text (e.g., how ideas influence individuals or events, or how individuals 

influence ideas or events).  
 4. Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including figurative, connotative, and technical meanings; analyze the 

impact of a specific word choice on meaning and tone.  
 5. Analyze the structure an author uses to organize a text, including how the major sections contribute to the whole and to the development of the 

ideas.  
 10. By the end of the year, read and comprehend literary nonfiction in the grades 6–8 text complexity band proficiently, with scaffolding as needed 

at the high end of the range. 
 
Writing  
1. Write arguments to support claims with clear reasons and relevant evidence.  

• Support claim(s) with logical reasoning and relevant evidence, using accurate, credible sources and demonstrating an understanding of 
the topic or text.  

• Use words, phrases, and clauses to create cohesion and clarify the relationships among claim(s), reasons, and evidence.  
• Establish and maintain a formal style.  
• Provide a concluding statement or section that follows from and supports the argument presented.  

 2. Write informative/explanatory texts to examine a topic and convey ideas, concepts, and information through the selection, organization, and 
analysis of relevant content.  

• Develop the topic with relevant facts, definitions, concrete details, quotations, or other information and examples.  
• Use appropriate transitions to create cohesion and clarify the relationships among ideas and concepts.  
• Use precise language and domain-specific vocabulary to inform about or explain the topic.  
• Establish and maintain a formal style.  

 4. Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience.   
 6. Use technology, including the Internet, to produce and publish writing and link to and cite sources as well as to interact and collaborate with 

others, including linking to and citing sources.  
 9. Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and research.  

10. Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection, and revision) and shorter time frames (a single sitting or a day or two) 
for a range of discipline-specific tasks, purposes, and audiences. 
 
Speaking & Listening  
1. Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher-led) with diverse partners on grade 7 topics, 
texts, and issues, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly.  

• Come to discussions prepared, having read or researched material under study; explicitly draw on that preparation by referring to 
evidence on the topic, text, or issue to probe and reflect on ideas under discussion.  

• Follow rules for collegial discussions, track progress toward specific goals and deadlines, and define individual roles as needed.  
• Pose questions that elicit elaboration and respond to others’ questions and comments with relevant observations and ideas that bring 

the discussion back on topic as needed.  
• Acknowledge new information expressed by others and, when warranted, modify their own views.  

 2. Analyze the main ideas and supporting details presented in diverse media and formats (e.g., visually, quantitatively, orally) and explain how the 
ideas clarify a topic, text, or issue under study.  

 4. Present claims and findings, emphasizing salient points in a focused, coherent manner with pertinent descriptions, facts, details, and examples; 
use appropriate eye contact, adequate volume, and clear pronunciation.  

 5. Include multimedia components and visual displays in presentations to clarify claims and findings and emphasize salient points. 
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 6. Adapt speech to a variety of contexts and tasks, demonstrating command of formal English when indicated or appropriate.  
  

Language  
 3. Use knowledge of language and its conventions when writing, speaking, reading, or listening.  

• Choose language that expresses ideas precisely and concisely, recognizing and eliminating wordiness and redundancy.*  
4. Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words and phrases based on grade 7 reading and content, choosing 
flexibly from a range of strategies.  

• Use context (e.g., the overall meaning of a sentence or paragraph; a word’s position or function in a sentence) as a clue to the meaning 
of a word or phrase.  

• Consult general and specialized reference materials (e.g., dictionaries, glossaries, thesauruses), both print and digital, to find the 
pronunciation of a word or determine or clarify its precise meaning or its part of speech.  

• Verify the preliminary determination of the meaning of a word or phrase (e.g., by checking the inferred meaning in context or in a 
dictionary).  

 5. Demonstrate understanding of figurative language, word relationships, and nuances in word meanings.  
• Interpret figures of speech (e.g., literary, biblical, and mythological allusions) in context.  
• Use the relationship between particular words (e.g., synonym/antonym, analogy) to better understand each of the words.  
• Distinguish among the connotations (associations) of words with similar denotations (definitions) (e.g., refined, respectful, polite, 

diplomatic, condescending).  
 6. Acquire and use accurately grade-appropriate general academic and domain-specific words and phrases; gather vocabulary knowledge when 

considering a word or phrase important to comprehension or expression.  

 

Teaching Strategies/Procedures Learning Activities 

• Direct Instruction 
• Differentiated Instruction 
• Reinforcement and Remediation 
• Scaffolding 
• Modeling 

• Interdisciplinary Activities 
• Cooperative Learning Activities 
• Class discussions 
• Video presentations 
• Interactive whiteboard 
• PowerPoint presentations 
• Read-alouds 
• Book reports/projects 

o Historical fiction 
o Sci-Fi/Fantasy 
o Realistic 
o Biography 
o Mystery/Suspense 

 

Differentiation 

• Dependent and independent group work 
• Diagnostic Assessment 
• Cooperative Learning (Flexible Grouping) 
• Peer tutoring 

• Tiered activities, assignments, and assessments 
• Hands-on activities 
• Re-teach and enrichment activities 
• Study Guides 

 

Assessment 

• Formal and informal teacher observation 
• Test/Quizzes 
• Projects and reports 
• Class discussions/participation 

• Homework/class work 
• Oral question responses 
• Rubrics 
• Student self-evaluation 

 

Resources 

• The Outsiders by S.E. Hinton 
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• Robert Frost poems 
• Holocaust articles 
• Student chosen novels for book reports 
• Various Short Stories 
• Relevant videos from Discovery Education 
• www.studyisland.com 
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GRADE 7 

UNIT TITLE Vocabulary 

Time frame Marking Period 1-4 

21st Century Themes 

• Creativity and Innovation 
• Critical Thinking and Problem Solving 
• Information, Media and Technology Skills 
• Information Literacy 
• Productivity and Accountability 

Interdisciplinary focus and 
technology integration Technology, Social Studies, Science 

 
Big Ideas  Essential Questions 

• Comprehension of text can be attained when 
the vocabulary is successfully decoded. 

• Writing has grade level potential when grade 
appropriate vocabulary is included. 

• When applying skills such as context clues and 
word decoding, students should be able to work 
independently and at their own pace. 

• The ability to decode and understand 
terminology extends to academic areas other 
than language arts. 

• How can students retain learned vocabulary and 
apply to everyday reading and writing? 

• What skills can students select and apply when 
identifying a word they do not know? 

• Can students use language structure and context 
clues to identify and apply the meaning of 
unknown words and phrases? 

• How can the choosing of accurate and specific 
vocabulary enhance student writing? 

• Can the students apply learned 
terminology/vocabulary to other academic areas? 

 

Learning Targets-students will be able to 

• Spell and identify grade level vocabulary using skills such as context clues and word decoding 
• Identify word origins and parts of speech to aid in using words in writing and speaking 
• Incorporate target vocabulary in communication 
• Produce formal writing pieces using learned vocabulary 
• Evaluate known words and select for appropriate use in speaking and writing. 
• Produce formal writing pieces using learned vocabulary. 

 

7th Grade Vocabulary List 
(Word Up Project) 

 
abate 
abode 
abrupt 
accelerate 
acclaim 
acknowledge 
acquire 
aspire 
acrid 
addict 
adjacent 
admonish 
affliction 

canny 
capricious 
capsize 
casualty 
catastrophe 
cater 
clamber 
concur 
confront 
congested 
conjure 
consult 
corrupt 

fathom 
feud 
figment 
firebrand 
flabbergast 
flagrant 
fruitless 
gaudy 
gratify 
grim 
grimy 
grueling 
haggle 

lurk 
mirth 
quench 
magnitude 
maternal 
maul 
melancholy 
mellow 
momentum 
mortify 
mull 
murky 
negligent 

recede 
reprimand 
resume 
retort 
robust 
rupture 
saga 
sham 
shirk 
simultaneously 
snare 
species 
stodgy 
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agitate 
ajar 
akin 
allege 
annihilate 
antagonize 
apathy 
arbitrate 
astute 
authentic 
avert 
bellow 
beseech 
bestow 
bewilder 
bigot 
blatant 
braggart 
browse 
bystander 
candid 
canine 

counterfeit 
covet 
customary 
debut 
deceased 
despondent 
detach 
devour 
dishearten 
dismal 
dismantle 
distraught 
docile 
downright 
drone 
dumbfound 
endure 
ensue 
enthrall 
epidemic 
erode 
exuberant 

headlong 
homage 
homicide 
hospitable 
hurtle 
hybrid 
Illiterate 
impede 
implore 
incident 
incredulous 
infamous 
infuriate 
insinuate 
intensified 
inundate 
irate 
lavish 
legacy 
legitimate 
lethal 
loath 

nimble 
nomadic 
noteworthy 
notorious 
oration 
orthodox 
patronize 
peevish 
pelt 
pending 
perceived 
perjury 
perturb 
pique 
poised 
ponder 
potential 
predatory 
presume 
prowess 
radiant 
rant 

substantial 
subtle 
sullen 
tamper 
toxic 
trickle 
trivial 
uncertainty 
unscathed 
upright 
utmost 
vengeance 
vindictive 
vista 
vocation 
void 
wary 
whim 
wince 
wrath 
yearn 

 

Content Standards 

 Reading: Literature 
 4. Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including figurative and connotative meanings; analyze the impact of 

rhymes and other repetitions of sounds (e.g., alliteration) on a specific verse or stanza of a poem or section of a story or drama.  
 Reading: Informational Text 
 4. Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including figurative, connotative, and technical meanings; analyze the 

impact of a specific word choice on meaning and tone. 
 
Writing  

 1. Write arguments to support claims with clear reasons and relevant evidence.  
• Use words, phrases, and clauses to create cohesion and clarify the relationships among claim(s), reasons, and evidence.  
• Establish and maintain a formal style.  

 2. Write informative/explanatory texts to examine a topic and convey ideas, concepts, and information through the selection, organization, and 
analysis of relevant content.  

• Use appropriate transitions to create cohesion and clarify the relationships among ideas and concepts.  
• Use precise language and domain-specific vocabulary to inform about or explain the topic.  
• Establish and maintain a formal style.  

 3. Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using effective technique, relevant descriptive details, and well-structured 
event sequences.  

• Use a variety of transition words, phrases, and clauses to convey sequence and signal shifts from one time frame or setting to another.  
• Use precise words and phrases, relevant descriptive details, and sensory language to capture the action and convey experiences and 

events.  
 4. Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience.  
 Language 
 4. Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words and phrases based on grade 7 reading and content, choosing 

flexibly from a range of strategies.  
• Use context (e.g., the overall meaning of a sentence or paragraph; a word’s position or function in a sentence) as a clue to the meaning 

of a word or phrase.  
• Use common, grade-appropriate Greek or Latin affixes and roots as clues to the meaning of a word (e.g., belligerent, bellicose, rebel).  
• Consult general and specialized reference materials (e.g., dictionaries, glossaries, thesauruses), both print and digital, to find the 

pronunciation of a word or determine or clarify its precise meaning or its part of speech.  
• Verify the preliminary determination of the meaning of a word or phrase (e.g., by checking the inferred meaning in context or in a 

dictionary).  
 5. Demonstrate understanding of figurative language, word relationships, and nuances in word meanings.  

• Interpret figures of speech (e.g., literary, biblical, and mythological allusions) in context.  
• Use the relationship between particular words (e.g., synonym/antonym, analogy) to better understand each of the words.  
• Distinguish among the connotations (associations) of words with similar denotations (definitions) (e.g., refined, respectful, polite, 

diplomatic, condescending).  
 6. Acquire and use accurately grade-appropriate general academic and domain-specific words and phrases; gather vocabulary knowledge when 

considering a word or phrase important to comprehension or expression.  
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Teaching Strategies/Procedures Learning Activities 

• Direct Instruction 
• Differentiated Instruction 
• Reinforcement and Remediation 
• Scaffolding 
• Modeling 

• Interdisciplinary Activities 
• Cooperative Learning Activities 
• Interactive Whiteboard 
• Class discussions 
• Homework 
• Sentence writing 
• VOCABO 
• Use prior knowledge to match new word to its definition 
• Changing endings of words to change part of speech chart 
• Word illustrations 
• Independent weekly workbook lessons 

 

Differentiation 

• Dependent and independent group work 
• Diagnostic Assessment 
• Cooperative Learning (Flexible Grouping) 
• Tiered activities, assignments, and assessments 

• Hands-on activities 
• Re-teach and enrichment activities 
• Study Guides 

 

Assessment 

• Formal and informal teacher observation 
• Test/Quizzes 
• Class discussions/participation 

• Homework/class work 
• Oral question responses 
• Student self-evaluation 

 

Resources 

Word Explorer Level G - People’s Publishing Group 
Novel-associated word lists from LitPlan Teacher Pack CDs – Teacher’s Pet Publications 
Novels (see novel unit resources) 
Various supplemental teacher resources for teaching vocabulary 
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GRADE 7 

UNIT TITLE Grammar 

Time frame MP 1-3 

21st Century Themes 
• Communication and Collaboration 
• Information Literacy 
• Productivity and Accountability 

Interdisciplinary focus and 
technology integration Technology 

 
Big Ideas  Essential Questions 

Knowledge and application of proper grammar help to 
improve a student’s speaking and writing skills. 

• How do rules of language affect communication? 

• How can grammar skills improve written expression? 

 

Learning Targets-students will be able to 

• Identify, explain, and utilize complements in writing. 
• Identify, explain, and utilize the phrases in writing. 

o Adjective/ Adverb Prepositional Phrases 
o Participial & Infinitive Verbal Phrases 

• Identify, explain, and utilize the clauses in writing. 
o Independent/subordinate clauses 
o Adjective/ adverb clauses 

• Identify and create various sentences types  
o simple 
o  compound  
o complex 
o compound-complex 

• Apply knowledge of English grammar and usage to express ideas effectively. 
• Use correct capitalization, punctuation, and spelling throughout writing. 
• Demonstrate knowledge of language and its conventions when writing, speaking, reading, or 

listening. 

 

Content Standards 

Writing  
 1. Write arguments to support claims with clear reasons and relevant evidence.  

• Use words, phrases, and clauses to create cohesion and clarify the relationships among claim(s), reasons, and evidence.  
• Establish and maintain a formal style.  

 2. Write informative/explanatory texts to examine a topic and convey ideas, concepts, and information through the selection, organization, and 
analysis of relevant content.   

• Use appropriate transitions to create cohesion and clarify the relationships among ideas and concepts.  
• Establish and maintain a formal style.  

 3. Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using effective technique, relevant descriptive details, and well-structured 
event sequences.  

• Use a variety of transition words, phrases, and clauses to convey sequence and signal shifts from one time frame or setting to another.   
 4. Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience.  

Language  
1. Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and usage when writing or speaking.  

• Explain the function of phrases and clauses in general and their function in specific sentences.  
• Choose among simple, compound, complex, and compound-complex sentences to signal differing relationships among ideas.  
• Place phrases and clauses within a sentence, recognizing and correcting misplaced and dangling modifiers.*  

 2. Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English capitalization, punctuation, and spelling when writing.  
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• Use a comma to separate coordinate adjectives (e.g., It was a fascinating, enjoyable movie but not He wore an old[,] green shirt).  
• Spell correctly.  

 3. Use knowledge of language and its conventions when writing, speaking, reading, or listening.  
• Choose language that expresses ideas precisely and concisely, recognizing and eliminating wordiness and redundancy.*  

 6. Acquire and use accurately grade-appropriate general academic and domain-specific words and phrases; gather vocabulary knowledge when 
considering a word or phrase important to comprehension or expression.  

 

Teaching Strategies/Procedures Learning Activities 

• Direct Instruction 
• Differentiated Instruction 
• Reinforcement and Remediation 
• Scaffolding 
• Modeling 

• Interdisciplinary Activities 
• Cooperative Learning Activities 
• Note taking 
• Homework 
• Video presentations 
• Use of interactive whiteboard 
• Textbook practice and reinforcement 
• Incorporate learned English conventions during writing 
• Teacher-created grammar packet 

 

Differentiation 

• Dependent and independent group work 
• Diagnostic Assessment 
• Cooperative Learning (Flexible Grouping) 
• Peer tutoring 

• Tiered activities, assignments, and assessments 
• Hands-on activities 
• Re-teach and enrichment activities 
• Study Guides 

 

Assessment 

• Formal and informal teacher observation 
• Test/Quizzes 
• Projects and reports 
• Class discussions/participation 

• Homework/class work 
• Oral question responses 
• Notebooks 
• Rubrics 

 

Resources 

Holt Elements of Language First Course Textbook 
Holt Elements of Language First Course - Grammar, Usage, and Mechanics Language Skills Practice Book 
Holt Elements of Language First Course – various teacher resources 
Various Practice Books for supplemental worksheets 
Interactive Whiteboard 
Discovery Education Website 
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GRADE 7 

UNIT TITLE Writing 

Time frame Marking Period 1-4 

21st Century Themes 

• Global Awareness 
• Environmental Literacy 
• Creativity and Innovation 
• Critical Thinking and Problem Solving 
• Communication and Collaboration 
• Information Literacy 
• ICT Literacy 
• Flexibility and Adaptability 
• Initiative and Self-Direction 
• Productivity and Accountability 

Interdisciplinary focus and 
technology integration Social studies, Science, World Cultures, Technology 

 
Big Ideas  Essential Questions 

• Writing is the process of communicating in print 
for a variety of audiences and purposes. 

• Good writing contains a balanced variety of traits. 

• Successful writing is essential in all academic 
disciplines. 

• How do good writers express themselves? 

• How does process shape the writer’s product? 

• Why does a writer choose a particular form of writing? 

• How do writers respond to prompts of different 
genres? 

• Can students synthesize researched information into a 
cohesive written piece? 

 

Learning Targets-students will be able to 

• Write a multi-paragraph composition that engages the reader, states a clear purpose, 
develops the topic, and concludes with a solid ending. 

• Organize writing with an interesting introduction, well-structured body, and a strong conclusion 
• Generate and narrow ideas for writing through reading and making connections. 
• Incorporate writing strategies such as graphic organizers, charts, and webs. 
• Create a writing piece through the use of strong, well-developed details 
• Recognize the audience and use appropriate tone, voice, and intended message. 
• Apply elements of figurative language to writing. 
• Use computer writing applications. 
• Revise and edit for spelling, usage, clarity, organization, and fluency. 
• Understand and apply the elements of a scoring rubric.   
• Utilize strong word choice to convey clear meaning and interest the reader. 

 

Content Standards 

Writing  
 1. Write arguments to support claims with clear reasons and relevant evidence.  

• Introduce claim(s), acknowledge alternate or opposing claims, and organize the reasons and evidence logically.  
• Support claim(s) with logical reasoning and relevant evidence, using accurate, credible sources and demonstrating an understanding of 

the topic or text.  
• Use words, phrases, and clauses to create cohesion and clarify the relationships among claim(s), reasons, and evidence.  
• Establish and maintain a formal style.  
• Provide a concluding statement or section that follows from and supports the argument presented.  

http://www.pdfcomplete.com/cms/hppl/tabid/108/Default.aspx?r=q8b3uige22


 2. Write informative/explanatory texts to examine a topic and convey ideas, concepts, and information through the selection, organization, and 
analysis of relevant content.  

• Introduce a topic clearly, previewing what is to follow; organize ideas, concepts, and information, using strategies such as definition, 
classification, comparison/contrast, and cause/effect; include formatting (e.g., headings), graphics (e.g., charts, tables), and multimedia 
when useful to aiding comprehension.  

• Develop the topic with relevant facts, definitions, concrete details, quotations, or other information and examples.  
• Use appropriate transitions to create cohesion and clarify the relationships among ideas and concepts.  
• Use precise language and domain-specific vocabulary to inform about or explain the topic.  
• Establish and maintain a formal style.  
• Provide a concluding statement or section that follows from and supports the information or explanation presented.  

 3. Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using effective technique, relevant descriptive details, and well-structured 
event sequences.  

• Engage and orient the reader by establishing a context and point of view and introducing a narrator and/or characters; organize an 
event sequence that unfolds naturally and logically.  

• Use narrative techniques, such as dialogue, pacing, and description, to develop experiences, events, and/or characters.  
• Use a variety of transition words, phrases, and clauses to convey sequence and signal shifts from one time frame or setting to another.  
• Use precise words and phrases, relevant descriptive details, and sensory language to capture the action and convey experiences and 

events.  
• Provide a conclusion that follows from and reflects on the narrated experiences or events.  

 4. Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. 
 5. With some guidance and support from peers and adults, develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, editing, rewriting, or 

trying a new approach, focusing on how well purpose and audience have been addressed.  
 6. Use technology, including the Internet, to produce and publish writing and link to and cite sources as well as to interact and collaborate with 

others, including linking to and citing sources.  
 7. Conduct short research projects to answer a question, drawing on several sources and generating additional related, focused questions for 

further research and investigation.  
 8. Gather relevant information from multiple print and digital sources, using search terms effectively; assess the credibility and accuracy of each 

source; and quote or paraphrase the data and conclusions of others while avoiding plagiarism and following a standard format for citation.  
 9. Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and research.  

10. Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection, and revision) and shorter time frames (a single sitting or a day or two) 
for a range of discipline-specific tasks, purposes, and audiences. 
 
Language  

 1. Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and usage when writing or speaking.  
• Choose among simple, compound, complex, and compound-complex sentences to signal differing relationships among ideas.  
• Place phrases and clauses within a sentence, recognizing and correcting misplaced and dangling modifiers.*  

 2. Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English capitalization, punctuation, and spelling when writing.  
• Use a comma to separate coordinate adjectives (e.g., It was a fascinating, enjoyable movie but not He wore an old[,] green shirt).  
• Spell correctly.  

 3. Use knowledge of language and its conventions when writing, speaking, reading, or listening.  
• Choose language that expresses ideas precisely and concisely, recognizing and eliminating wordiness and redundancy.*  

 4. Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words and phrases based on grade 7 reading and content, choosing 
flexibly from a range of strategies.  

• Consult general and specialized reference materials (e.g., dictionaries, glossaries, thesauruses), both print and digital, to find the 
pronunciation of a word or determine or clarify its precise meaning or its part of speech.  

• Verify the preliminary determination of the meaning of a word or phrase (e.g., by checking the inferred meaning in context or in a 
dictionary).  

 5. Demonstrate understanding of figurative language, word relationships, and nuances in word meanings.  
• Interpret figures of speech (e.g., literary, biblical, and mythological allusions) in context.  
• Use the relationship between particular words (e.g., synonym/antonym, analogy) to better understand each of the words.  
• Distinguish among the connotations (associations) of words with similar denotations (definitions) (e.g., refined, respectful, polite, 

diplomatic, condescending). 
 6. Acquire and use accurately grade-appropriate general academic and domain-specific words and phrases; gather vocabulary knowledge when 

considering a word or phrase important to comprehension or expression. 

 

Teaching Strategies/Procedures Learning Activities 

• Direct Instruction 
• Differentiated Instruction 
• Reinforcement and Remediation 
• Scaffolding 
• Modeling 

• Interdisciplinary Activities 
• Cooperative Learning Activities 
• Journal writing 
• OE responses to novels 
• Teacher-created writing packet 
• Peer editing 
• Timed writing practice 
• Scoring Sample essays (individual and group) 
• Homework 
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• Video presentations 
• Research process and paper 
• Use of interactive whiteboard 

 

Differentiation 

• Dependent and independent group work 
• Diagnostic Assessment 
• Cooperative Learning (Flexible Grouping) 
• Peer tutoring 

• Tiered activities, assignments, and assessments 
• Re-teach and enrichment activities 
• Varied duration of time allowed for writing 

 

Assessment 

• Formal and informal teacher observation 
• Projects and reports 
• Class discussions/participation 
• Homework/class work 

• Oral question responses 
• Portfolio 
• Rubrics 
• Student self-evaluation 

 

Resources 

NJ Holistic 6pt Scoring Rubric 
Teacher created Writing Traits Rubrics 
Holt Elements of Language First Course Textbook 
NJ ASK writing prompts (Speculative, Expository, Persuasive) 
NJ ASK sample essays 
Various professional books on teaching writing 
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GRADE 7 

UNIT TITLE Character Education - Tolerance 

Time frame 6-7 Weeks 

21st Century Themes 

• Global Awareness 
• Civic Literacy 
• Creativity and Innovation 
• Critical Thinking and Problem Solving 
• Communication and Collaboration 
• Information Literacy 
• Media Literacy 
• ICT Literacy 
• Flexibility and Adaptability 
• Initiative and Self-Direction 
• Social and Cross-Cultural Skills 
• Productivity and Accountability 
• Leadership and Responsibility 

Interdisciplinary focus and 
technology integration Social Studies, Technology, World Cultures 

 
Big Ideas  Essential Questions 

• The history of racially and ethnically 
diverse people exposes students to a 
variety of culture-based issues still 
current in society. 

• Educating students about other 
cultures changes students’ 
perspectives and reduces prejudice 
and promotes equity. 

• Appropriate activism can affect positive 
changes in a student’s life personally 
and globally. 

• Can students recognize racial, cultural, and social stereotypes? 

• How do incidents of racial, cultural, and social injustice influence 
students’ actions? 

• What options do students have when dealing with racial, cultural, 
and social injustice? 

• Why should students be active in preventing and reporting 
incidents of racial, cultural, and social injustice? 

• What are the appropriate means of affecting change in school, 
the community, and/or the world at large? 

• How can students work in a predetermined small group 
effectively? 

 

Learning Targets-students will be able to 

• Evaluate and determine the individual roles each student will perform in a small group   
• Define and connect terms associated with racial and cultural issues. 
• Analyze, respond, and discuss related quotes from well-known proponents of both tolerance and equality. 
• Recognize and analyze social behaviors of a group 
• Identify and relate social behaviors to present day situations 
• Summarize and judge racial injustice as seen in authentic video footage. 
• Speculate and examine cultural stereotypes based on outward appearances. 
• Synthesize and analyze trends of cultural stereotypes. 
• Research information based on a given controversial issue 
• Compare and contrast two sides of a controversial issue 
• Organize and construct a viable argument for a debate 
• Prepare a strong rebuttal for an opponent’s argument 
• Use appropriate oral presentation skills  

 

Content Standards 
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Reading: Literature  
1. Cite several pieces of textual evidence to support analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text.  
2. Determine a theme or central idea of a text and analyze its development over the course of the text; provide an objective summary of the text.  
3. Analyze how particular elements of a story or drama interact (e.g., how setting shapes the characters or plot). 
6. Analyze how an author develops and contrasts the points of view of different characters or narrators in a text. 
Reading: Informational Text  
1. Cite several pieces of textual evidence to support analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text.  
2. Determine two or more central ideas in a text and analyze their development over the course of the text; provide an objective summary of the 
text.  
3. Analyze the interactions between individuals, events, and ideas in a text (e.g., how ideas influence individuals or events, or how individuals 
influence ideas or events). 
6. Determine an author’s point of view or purpose in a text and analyze how the author distinguishes his or her position from that of others. 
8. Trace and evaluate the argument and specific claims in a text, assessing whether the reasoning is sound and the evidence is relevant and 
sufficient to support the claims.  
9. Analyze how two or more authors writing about the same topic shape their presentations of key information by emphasizing different evidence 
or advancing different interpretations of facts. 
Writing  
1. Write arguments to support claims with clear reasons and relevant evidence.  

• Introduce claim(s), acknowledge alternate or opposing claims, and organize the reasons and evidence logically.  
• Support claim(s) with logical reasoning and relevant evidence, using accurate, credible sources and demonstrating an understanding of the 

topic or text.  
• Use words, phrases, and clauses to create cohesion and clarify the relationships among claim(s), reasons, and evidence.  
• Establish and maintain a formal style.  
• Provide a concluding statement or section that follows from and supports the argument presented.  

2. Write informative/explanatory texts to examine a topic and convey ideas, concepts, and information through the selection, organization, and 
analysis of relevant content.  

• Introduce a topic clearly, previewing what is to follow; organize ideas, concepts, and information, using strategies such as definition, 
classification, comparison/contrast, and cause/effect; include formatting (e.g., headings), graphics (e.g., charts, tables), and multimedia 
when useful to aiding comprehension.  

• Develop the topic with relevant facts, definitions, concrete details, quotations, or other information and examples.  
• Use appropriate transitions to create cohesion and clarify the relationships among ideas and concepts.  
• Use precise language and domain-specific vocabulary to inform about or explain the topic.  
• Establish and maintain a formal style.  
• Provide a concluding statement or section that follows from and supports the information or explanation presented.  

4. Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience.   
5. With some guidance and support from peers and adults, develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, editing, rewriting, or 
trying a new approach, focusing on how well purpose and audience have been addressed.  
6. Use technology, including the Internet, to produce and publish writing and link to and cite sources as well as to interact and collaborate with 
others, including linking to and citing sources.  
7. Conduct short research projects to answer a question, drawing on several sources and generating additional related, focused questions for 
further research and investigation.  
8. Gather relevant information from multiple print and digital sources, using search terms effectively; assess the credibility and accuracy of each 
source; and quote or paraphrase the data and conclusions of others while avoiding plagiarism and following a standard format for citation.  
9. Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and research.   
Speaking & Listening 
1. Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher-led) with diverse partners on grade 7 topics, 
texts, and issues, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly.  

• Come to discussions prepared, having read or researched material under study; explicitly draw on that preparation by referring to evidence 
on the topic, text, or issue to probe and reflect on ideas under discussion.  

• Follow rules for collegial discussions, track progress toward specific goals and deadlines, and define individual roles as needed.  
• Pose questions that elicit elaboration and respond to others’ questions and comments with relevant observations and ideas that bring the 

discussion back on topic as needed.  
• Acknowledge new information expressed by others and, when warranted, modify their own views.  

2. Analyze the main ideas and supporting details presented in diverse media and formats (e.g., visually, quantitatively, orally) and explain how the 
ideas clarify a topic, text, or issue under study.  
3. Delineate a speaker’s argument and specific claims, evaluating the soundness of the reasoning and the relevance and sufficiency of the 
evidence.  
4. Present claims and findings, emphasizing salient points in a focused, coherent manner with pertinent descriptions, facts, details, and examples; 
use appropriate eye contact, adequate volume, and clear pronunciation.  
5. Include multimedia components and visual displays in presentations to clarify claims and findings and emphasize salient points.  
6. Adapt speech to a variety of contexts and tasks, demonstrating command of formal English when indicated or appropriate.  
Language 
1. Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and usage when writing or speaking.   
2. Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English capitalization, punctuation, and spelling when writing.  
3. Use knowledge of language and its conventions when writing, speaking, reading, or listening.  

• Choose language that expresses ideas precisely and concisely, recognizing and eliminating wordiness and redundancy.*  
4. Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words and phrases based on grade 7 reading and content, choosing 
flexibly from a range of strategies.  

• Use context (e.g., the overall meaning of a sentence or paragraph; a word’s position or function in a sentence) as a clue to the meaning of 
a word or phrase.  

• Consult general and specialized reference materials (e.g., dictionaries, glossaries, thesauruses), both print and digital, to find the 
pronunciation of a word or determine or clarify its precise meaning or its part of speech.  

5. Demonstrate understanding of figurative language, word relationships, and nuances in word meanings.  
• Interpret figures of speech (e.g., literary, biblical, and mythological allusions) in context.  
• Distinguish among the connotations (associations) of words with similar denotations (definitions) (e.g., refined, respectful, polite, diplomatic, 

condescending).  
6. Acquire and use accurately grade-appropriate general academic and domain-specific words and phrases; gather vocabulary knowledge when 
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considering a word or phrase important to comprehension or expression.  

 

Teaching Strategies/Procedures Learning Activities 

• Direct Instruction 
• Differentiated Instruction 
• Reinforcement and Remediation 
• Scaffolding 
• Teacher circulation  
• Guided discussions 
• Use of technological tools 
• Study guides 
• Modeling 

• Cooperative Learning Activities- Group roles (i.e. Captain, 
Sergeant at Arms, Secretary, Time Keeper) 

• Pre/Post Survey 
• Small group discussions (e.g. scarf activity) 
• Class discussions 
• Read aloud “The Lottery” 
• View Mighty Times and The Wave 
• Journal writing in response to quotes 
• Defining related terms 
• Formal debate 
• Internet research time 
• Homework 
• Use of interactive whiteboard 
• Culminating student-generated PowerPoint 

 

Differentiation 

• Dependent and independent group work 
• Diagnostic Assessment 
• Cooperative Learning (Flexible Grouping) 
• Peer tutoring 

• Tiered activities, assignments, and assessments 
• Re-teach and enrichment activities 
• Study Guides 

 

Assessment 

• Formal and informal teacher observation 
• Terms Quiz 
• Projects and debate 
• Class discussions/participation 
• Homework/class work 

• Oral question responses 
• Rubrics 
• Student self-evaluation 
• Individual and group journals 

 

Resources 

“The Lottery” By Shirley Jackson 
The Wave video Directed by 
Mighty Times: The Legacy of Rosa Parks (2002) Teaching Tolerance© 
Newspaper pictures/articles 
Scarf book 
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GRADE 7 

UNIT TITLE Standardized Test Prepa ration 

Time frame Marking Period 1-3 

21st Century Themes 

• Creativity and Innovation 
• Critical Thinking and Problem Solving 
• Communication and Collaboration 
• Information Literacy 
• Flexibility and Adaptability 
• Initiative and Self-Direction 
• Productivity and Accountability 
• Leadership and Responsibility 

Interdisciplinary focus and 
technology integration Technology, science and social studies 

 
Big Ideas  Essential Questions 

Students need to develop and practice test-taking 
skills for reading and writing in preparation for 
mandated standardized tests. 

• Do students possess test taking skills that 
demonstrate their language arts literacy level? 

• Can students apply test taking strategies and skills 
to a standardized test? 

 

Learning Targets-students will be able to; 

Reading: 
• Write short construction responses using R.A.S.C. (Restate, Answer, Support, Connect) to 

answer open-ended questions. 
• Determine the best answer for multiple choice questions. 
• Apply pre-reading and test taking strategies to answer questions within a given time frame. 
• Analyze open-ended sample responses and set goals to improve scores for future tests. 
Writing: 
• Construct speculative and explanatory writing responses for given prompts. 
• Apply pre-writing and post-writing test taking strategies to complete writing tasks within a 

given time frame. 
• Analyze sample essays and set goals to improve scores for future tests. 

 

Content Standards 

Reading: Literature 
1. Cite the textual evidence that most strongly supports an analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text.  
2. Determine a theme or central idea of a text and analyze its development over the course of the text, including its relationship to the characters, 
setting, and plot; provide an objective summary of the text.  
3. Analyze how particular lines of dialogue or incidents in a story or drama propel the action, reveal aspects of a character, or provoke a decision.  
4. Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including figurative and connotative meanings; analyze the impact of 
specific word choices on meaning and tone, including analogies or allusions to other texts.  
 
Reading: Informational Text 
1. Cite the textual evidence that most strongly supports an analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text.  
2. Determine a central idea of a text and analyze its development over the course of the text, including its relationship to supporting ideas; provide 
an objective summary of the text.  
3. Analyze how a text makes connections among and distinctions between individuals, ideas, or events (e.g., through comparisons, analogies, or 
categories).  
4. Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including figurative, connotative, and technical meanings; analyze the 
impact of specific word choices on meaning and tone, including analogies or allusions to other texts.  
5. Analyze in detail the structure of a specific paragraph in a text, including the role of particular sentences in developing and refining a key 
concept.  
6. Determine an author’s point of view or purpose in a text and analyze how the author acknowledges and responds to conflicting evidence or 
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viewpoints.  
8. Delineate and evaluate the argument and specific claims in a text, assessing whether the reasoning is sound and the evidence is relevant and 
sufficient; recognize when irrelevant evidence is introduced.  
 
Writing 
1. Write arguments to support claims with clear reasons and relevant evidence.  

• Introduce claim(s), acknowledge and distinguish the claim(s) from alternate or opposing claims, and organize the reasons and evidence 
logically.  

• Support claim(s) with logical reasoning and relevant evidence, using accurate, credible sources and demonstrating an understanding of the 
topic or text.  

• Use words, phrases, and clauses to create cohesion and clarify the relationships among claim(s), counterclaims, reasons, and evidence.  
• Establish and maintain a formal style.  
• Provide a concluding statement or section that follows from and supports the argument presented.  

2. Write informative/explanatory texts to examine a topic and convey ideas, concepts, and information through the selection, organization, and 
analysis of relevant content.  

• Introduce a topic clearly, previewing what is to follow; organize ideas, concepts, and information into broader categories; include formatting 
(e.g., headings), graphics (e.g., charts, tables), and multimedia when useful to aiding comprehension.  

• Develop the topic with relevant, well-chosen facts, definitions, concrete details, quotations, or other information and examples.  
• Use appropriate and varied transitions to create cohesion and clarify the relationships among ideas and concepts.  
• Use precise language and domain-specific vocabulary to inform about or explain the topic.  
• Establish and maintain a formal style.  
• Provide a concluding statement or section that follows from and supports the information or explanation presented.  

3. Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using effective technique, relevant descriptive details, and well-structured 
event sequences.  

• Engage and orient the reader by establishing a context and point of view and introducing a narrator and/or characters; organize an event 
sequence that unfolds naturally and logically.  

• Use narrative techniques, such as dialogue, pacing, description, and reflection, to develop experiences, events, and/or characters.  
• Use a variety of transition words, phrases, and clauses to convey sequence, signal shifts from one time frame or setting to another, and 

show the relationships among experiences and events.  
• Use precise words and phrases, relevant descriptive details, and sensory language to capture the action and convey experiences and 

events.  
• Provide a conclusion that follows from and reflects on the narrated experiences or events.  

4. Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. (Grade-
specific expectations for writing types are defined in standards 1–3 above.)  
10. Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection, and revision) and shorter time frames (a single sitting or a day or two) 
 
Language 
4. Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words or phrases based on grade 8 reading and content, choosing flexibly 
from a range of strategies.  
Use context (e.g., the overall meaning of a sentence or paragraph; a word’s position or function in a sentence) as a clue to the meaning of a word 
or phrase. 

 

Teaching Strategies/Procedures Learning Activities 

• Direct Instruction 
• Differentiated Instruction 
• Reinforcement and Remediation 
• Scaffolding 
• Modeling 
• Teacher circulation 
• Teacher-led discussions 
• Use of technological tools 
• Teacher created class webpages 

• Interdisciplinary Activities 
• Cooperative Learning Activities 
• Timed writing/ reading practice 
• Review open-ended and writing scoring rubrics 
• Read and analyze sample open-ended responses/essays 
• Self, peer and teacher evaluation of responses 
• Homework 
• Use of interactive whiteboard 

 

Differentiation 

• Dependent and independent group work 
• Diagnostic Assessment 
• Cooperative Learning (Flexible Grouping) 
• Peer tutoring 

• Tiered activities, assignments, and assessments 
• Re-teach and enrichment activities 
• Study Guides 

 

Assessment 
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• Formal and informal teacher observation 
• Test/Quizzes 
• Class discussions/participation 
• Homework/class work 

• Oral question responses 
• Rubrics 
• Student self-evaluation 

 

Resources 

Njdoe.com 
Teacher-created sample packets 
NJ Holistic 6pt Scoring Rubric Writing 
NJ Holistic 4pt Scoring Rubric Open-Ended Reading 
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GRADE 7 

UNIT TITLE Career Exploration 

Time frame 1-2 Weeks  

21st Century Themes 

• Creativity and Innovation 
• Critical Thinking and Problem Solving 
• Communication and Collaboration 
• Information Literacy 
• Flexibility and Adaptability 
• Initiative and Self-Direction 
• Productivity and Accountability 
• Leadership and Responsibility 

Interdisciplinary focus and 
technology integration Technology, science, social studies, and math 

 
Big Ideas  Essential Questions 

• Career exploration includes investigation of the 
contemporary workplace and an understanding of 
the relationships among personal abilities, 
education, and knowledge and skills needed to 
pursue 21st-century occupations and careers. 

 
• Career preparation requires purposeful planning 

based on research, self-knowledge, and informed 
choices. 

• How can students go about choosing a career that 
may be in their future? 

• How can students apply skills acquired in their 
courses to their future career paths? 

 

Learning Targets-students will be able to 

• Identify personal abilities by using a self-inventory checklist/survey 
• Find value in their abilities as they apply to the real world  
• Choose careers related to student abilities using the 16 Career Clusters 
• Discuss why the careers they chose would be a good fit for them based on their abilities 

through a career interview. 
• View media to learn about STEM careers and other careers in which they may never 

have been exposed. 
• Create a resume relevant to independent reading novel 

 

Content Standards 

Career Exploration: 
9.3.8.B.2  Identify common knowledge, skills, and abilities needed within the federal 16 Career Clusters (see Appendix).                       

                                                                                         
 

9.3.8.B.3  Evaluate personal abilities, interests, and motivations and discuss how they might influence job and career selection. 
                                                                                                               

 

9.3.8.B.6  Evaluate communication, collaboration, and leadership skills and how they might be further developed in preparation for a 
future career through involvement in school, home, work, and extracurricular activities.                                             
                                                                   

 

9.3.8.B.7  Explain what is meant by “jobs” and “careers,” and examine how each tends to be distributed regionally, nationally, and 
globally.                                                                                                                

 

9.3.8.B.8  Compare and contrast how traditional and non-traditional occupational roles have changed or remained the same regionally, 
nationally, and globally.                                                                                                                

 

9.3.8.B.10  Evaluate employment trends (including job outlook and wage trends) in areas of career interest using online resources, such 
as the federal Occupational Information Network (O*NET) or the New Jersey State Career Development Website. 
                                                                                                               

 

9.3.8.B.11  Prepare a sample résumé and cover letter as part of an application for part-time or summer employment.                       
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9.3.8.B.12  Explain how personal behavior, dress, attitudes, and other choices can impact the success or failure of a job applicant. 
                                                                   

 

Writing:  
 2. Write informative/explanatory texts to examine a topic and convey ideas, concepts, and information through the selection, organization, and 

analysis of relevant content.  
• Introduce a topic clearly, previewing what is to follow; organize ideas, concepts, and information, using strategies such as definition, 

classification, comparison/contrast, and cause/effect; include formatting (e.g., headings), graphics (e.g., charts, tables), and multimedia 
when useful to aiding comprehension.  

• Develop the topic with relevant facts, definitions, concrete details, quotations, or other information and examples.  
• Use appropriate transitions to create cohesion and clarify the relationships among ideas and concepts.  
• Use precise language and domain-specific vocabulary to inform about or explain the topic.  
• Establish and maintain a formal style.  

4. Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. 
10. Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection, and revision) and shorter time frames (a single sitting or a day or two) 
for a range of discipline-specific tasks, purposes, and audiences. 
Speaking & Listening: 
1. Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher-led) with diverse partners on grade 7 topics, 
texts, and issues, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly.  

• Come to discussions prepared, having read or researched material under study; explicitly draw on that preparation by referring to 
evidence on the topic, text, or issue to probe and reflect on ideas under discussion.  

• Follow rules for collegial discussions, track progress toward specific goals and deadlines, and define individual roles as needed.  
• Pose questions that elicit elaboration and respond to others’ questions and comments with relevant observations and ideas that bring 

the discussion back on topic as needed.  
• Acknowledge new information expressed by others and, when warranted, modify their own views.  

4. Present claims and findings, emphasizing salient points in a focused, coherent manner with pertinent descriptions, facts, details, and examples; 
use appropriate eye contact, adequate volume, and clear pronunciation.  
Language: 
3. Use knowledge of language and its conventions when writing, speaking, reading, or listening.  

• Choose language that expresses ideas precisely and concisely, recognizing and eliminating wordiness and redundancy. 
6. Acquire and use accurately grade-appropriate general academic and domain-specific words and phrases; gather vocabulary knowledge when 
considering a word or phrase important to comprehension or expression.  

 

Teaching Strategies/Procedures Learning Activities 

• Direct Instruction 
• Differentiated Instruction 
• Scaffolding 
• Modeling 
• Teacher circulation 
• Teacher-led discussions 
• Use of technological tools 

• Career Cluster Survey 
• Career Interview 
• Resume writing (in conjunction with book report) 
• Interdisciplinary Activities 
• Cooperative Learning Activities 
• Homework 
• Use of interactive whiteboard 

 

Differentiation 

• Dependent and independent group work 
• Diagnostic Assessment 

• Cooperative Learning (Flexible Grouping) 
• Tiered activities, assignments, and assessments 

 

Assessment 

• Formal and informal teacher observation 
• Class discussions/participation 
• Homework/class work 

• Oral question responses 
• Rubrics 
• Student self-evaluation 
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Resources 

Njdoe.com 
Discovery Education website 
List of 16 Career Clusters 
http://www.careerkey.com/ 
http://resume.monster.com/ 
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APPENDIX – The 16 Career Clusters 

One of the keys to improving student achievement is providing students with relevant contexts for studying and learning. Career 
Clusters™ do exactly this by linking school-based learning with the knowledge and skills required for success in the workplace. The 
National Career Clusters™ Framework is comprised of 16 Career Clusters™ and related Career Pathways to help students of all 
ages explore different career options and better prepare for college and career. 

Each Career Cluster represents a distinct grouping of occupations and industries based on the knowledge and skills they require. 
The 16 Career Clusters and related Career Pathways provide an important organizing tool for schools to develop more effective 
programs of study (POS) and curriculum. 

• Agriculture, Food & Natural Resources  

The production, processing, marketing, distribution, financing, and development of agricultural commodities and resources 
including food, fiber, wood products, natural resources, horticulture, and other plant and animal products/resources. 

• Architecture & Construction  

Careers in designing, planning, managing, building and maintaining the built environment. 

• Arts, Audio/Video Technology & Communications  

Designing, producing, exhibiting, performing, writing, and publishing multimedia content including visual and performing arts and 
design, journalism, and entertainment services. 

• Business Management & Administration  

Careers in planning, organizing, directing and evaluating business functions essential to efficient and productive business 
operations. 

• Education & Training  

Planning, managing and providing education and training services, and related learning support services such as administration, 
teaching/training, administrative support, and professional support services. 

• Finance  

Planning and related services for financial and investment planning, banking, insurance, and business financial management. 

• Government & Public Administration  

Planning and executing government functions at the local, state and federal levels, including governance, national security, foreign 
service, planning, revenue and taxation, and regulations. 

• Health Science  

Planning, managing, and providing therapeutic services, diagnostic services, health informatics, support services, and 
biotechnology research and development. 
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• Hospitality & Tourism  

Preparing individuals for employment in career pathways that relate to families and human needs such as restaurant and 
food/beverage services, lodging, travel and tourism, recreation, amusement and attractions. 

• Human Services  

Preparing individuals for employment in career pathways that relate to families and human needs such as counseling and mental 
health services, family and community services, personal care, and consumer services. 

• Information Technology  

Building linkages in IT occupations for entry level, technical, and professional careers related to the design, development, support 
and management of hardware, software, multimedia and systems integration services. 

• Law, Public Safety, Corrections & Security  

Planning, managing, and providing legal, public safety, protective services and homeland security, including professional and 
technical support services. 

• Manufacturing  

Planning, managing and performing the processing of materials into intermediate or final products and related professional and 
technical support activities such as production planning and control, maintenance and manufacturing/process engineering. 

• Marketing  

Planning, managing, and performing marketing activities to reach organizational objectives such as brand management, 
professional sales, merchandising, marketing communications and market research. 

• Science, Technology, Engineering & Mathematics  

Planning, managing, and providing scientific research and professional and technical services (e.g., physical science, social 

science, engineering) including laboratory and testing services, and research and development services. 

• Transportation, Distribution & Logistics  

The planning, management, and movement of people, materials, and goods by road, pipeline, air, rail and water and related 

professional and technical support services such as transportation infrastructure planning and management, logistics services, 

mobile equipment and facility maintenance. 
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